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wounded in the head by a splinter of rock* During
the confusion this caused, a galley was able to slip
out and dash across to Sicily, where it carried a
message imploring the Viceroy to hurry up with his
assistance*
After many assaults had taken place and been
repulsed, a sentry being asleep, the Turks managed
to capture all the outer defences of St+ Elmo, leav-
ing the bare walls exposed to the full blast of future
assaults and bombardments*
At the time when the Turks were becoming
somewhat disheartened at their lack of success,
Dragut himself appeared on the scene, and soon
made his presence felt by posting extra batteries
and inspiring the Turks to great energy*
As day after day passed, the defenders in the fort
became more and more exhausted* Harassed by
continual fire, worn out with strain and lack of
sleep, and, finally, continual bouts of heavy
fighting, they felt the limits of their endurance had
been reached. In consequence a knight of proved
courage, and who stood high in the Grand Master's
estimation, was sent across to St* Angelo to beg
that the defenders might be moved, for the situation
was daily becoming worse and worse*
La Valette listened and refused to consider
abandoning the fort, in spite of the fact that all the
knights in St+ Angelo were in favour erf doing so*